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It could be another two weeks | L i g =8 =0
before the Environmental Protection 1 O ELYEISER
Agency declares a public healih emer- : 1S EE "E;% i g%‘g
gency in Libby, reported Wendy ;' = SE.L2HEY 2T N
Thomi, community involvement coor- 1E AT %'E‘E"’E Lo 8H g 8 .
dinator, at the March 28 Community ' e o o e
Advisory Group meeting. ' || Co- EEL g9 —=a
Thomi said she was passing along a ':t}: i 4 Q :?‘ “3 f E,\ - é'ﬁ
report from on-site coordinator Paul i o BS3C 28 Ky©
Peronard. bj He < S g §5 mf'.-"-.. :‘n_.,’.
Previously, at a CAG meeting, o - 1O £F g E E% o
Peronard reported EPA Director SRR O I géw 5% gEZ
Christy Todd Whitman was supportive o . _'cg E=E ¢3 S )
of the Region 8 Office’s work and §o | ZEFZga™ BAR ¥I§E
direction in Libby. Sl ,‘:;.-E bs‘“.-'.-e-'g, Eg ‘g’ B2~
‘However, there.are many issues 'E 233 E-% i EE s gggé
- associated with both the detenmination LeE@e=8:-Bgc | §8g
- = . w ' &5 B2 o . 8 g
a.ndthe temoyalofvemcl{hteqsula- . __ P _ (3 3_§ gg ?.’- ) ,___3-3 S 53-9 o
tion that require further deliberation. ; : E T Hgatdge r-} Sl
EPA has never made a determination ' J g8 _ggnﬁ - B g f z - BR = E
of a public health emergency using its i E ga WEES 2 e S . e 9 2
Superfund authority, therefore the ol | © $»SE2Ee=8E | §'§§
decision whether to use this authority 1O AggsesEEEY | TaepeEf,
at Libby must be carefully considered, . L RSEE Ba< EY - : é 'g é’ E‘kg
he said. N B — o ° Ke=h
Peronard is seeking the health emer- S S"';" 9. e B H R e e e o
. - Py \ o8 _ Lewy oo -
gency declaration to receive the 0, B4 g g8 §-5 2.=2585868
authority to remove vermiculite insula- R L g,s. E:g 2 gg g™ 5. EE g
tion from Libby area homes and bisi- g ‘ = %Eg E ﬁ %E -§ g B E E ‘gg :é‘ Z E g
nesses. _ . 855 8. 88 £5888%F '
Superfund listing does not give the O £ E:B. E § -EE‘"‘ g E 'g EE _§ E o g s 2 !
EPA the authority to remove insulation - B8 E 5 = %E - *‘E § 2 = 5= g o
from structures unless there is a health O @.g'_-fg gg=? § E,-u §§E 8§§
emergency. . L <t 35S8E3 R %%’é-‘-"ggﬁ_-mgg
“We are doing the planning and . - wg.a- g'o_g__:._lgc__-é ) _g.s' -g )
gearing up the contractors as if we D-I E%@ Sg' Egéé gg '§‘0 “‘Eé’.g-
were approved 10 ake advantage of Ra u%m--;?--‘;;ﬁ 8 E'.s &3 5 HBE5320 5% g E
the summer construction season, . . : RO : _ _ :
Thomi told CAG last week. _ |
Jim Christianson; the Libby

Superfund cleanup coordinator, is
planning an extensive sampling season
‘with the goal to test nearly every home
in Libby, she continued. - '
Also, Thomi reported that the EPA

See EPA cleanup on Page 7



